Approved For Release 2008/02/29 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005900680012-3

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

‘This }{ . { the Na-
tional Defense of the United States within the mean-
INFORMATION REPORT 4 94, the rmnamiseon or Tevelaiion o s
any to an h person is prohtbited
by law.
S~E-C-R-E-T
COUNTRY USSR (Arctic) REPORT
SUBJECT Northern Sea Route DATE DISTR. 29 April 1955
NO. OF PAGES 1 25X1
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
This is UNEVALUATED Information
25X1

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

2. All Soviet ships coming from Murmansk or Arkangelsk go through the Kara Sea,from
which two routes lead to Vilkitskiy Strait. The northern route leads past Sver-25X1
drup and Russkiy Islands, and the southern route past Dikson, W. Kamennyy, Bar-

* droper, Skott-Gansena, Krakova, Belukha, Taymyr, Tyrtov,Biyanki, Firileya Islands,
and from there between Geyberga and Gansena Island to Cape Chelyuskin.. Taymyr

Peninsula is rounded on various southeagsterly courses. | 25X1
| The NEVA went t' ~~ugh 20X1
Sannikov Strait on the two voyages and then made for Eear Islands, Ayon,and Cape She-
lagskiy. From Cape Shelagskly she steered along the Siberian coast into bering
Strait. ,
25X1

The southern route allegedly is more difficult to navigate than the northern

route, while on the other hand the ice conditions on this route are,by far, more

favorable. NEVA went as far as Vilkitskiy Strait without encountering 25X1
ice fields, bu she frequently met ice floes. Vilkitskiy Strait and the :
Laptev Sca were the most difficult stretches; the same applied to the stretch be'25X1
tween Sannikov Strait and the Bear Islands.

| NEVA was built to accommodate 78 engineer candidates and was 25X1
used in the merchant trade.
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